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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 1243 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR SREF TH VN 

SUBJECT: INCIDENT AT VIETNAMESE REFUGEE CAMP 

1 . TROUBLE BROKE OUT JANUARY 12 IN REFUGEE CAMP AT SIKHIU. 

NEAR KORAT, WHICH CONTAINED APPROX 1,300 VIETNAMESE (MANY FROM 
LAOS) AT THE END F 1976. STORY OF WHAT HAPPENED IS FAR FROM 
CLEAR, BUT IT APPEARS THAT THAI GUARDS, INVESTIGATING 
UNAUTHORIZED DEPARTURE OF VIETNAMESE GIRL FROM CAMP, .TATTED 
AND BEAT TWO BOYS ON CHARGES OF STEALING A RADIO. WHEN RELEASED 
AND IN SERIOUS CONDITION, THEY WERE UNABLE TO OBTAIN MEDICAL 
ATTENTION. AFTER PROTESTING UNSUCCESSFULLY, PEOPLE BARRICADED 
THEMSELVES IN HOUSES, AT WHICH POINT GUARDS SEEM TO HAVE 
BEGUN BREAKING LOCKS AND BEATING REFUGEES (RATHER THAN 
FIRING ON THEM, ALTHOUGH THIS IS NOT YET COMPLETELY CERTAIN). 

ONE MAN DIED, OSTENSIBLY FROM HEART ATTACK BUT 

PROBABLY AS RESULT OF INJURIES. NUMBER OF WOUNDED 
IS UNKNOWN, ESTIMATES VARYING GREATLY BETWEEN A FEW 
AND HUNDREDS. A UNHCR REP WHO VISITED CAMP JANUARY 15 
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SAID THAT PEOPLE PANICKY BUT THINGS WERE BECOMING 
CALMER. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO AP QUERY, MOI SPOKESMAN ADMITTED 
THAT ONE VIETNAMESE HAS BEEN ARRESTED AND TEN INJURED, 

GIVING NO FURTHER EXPLANATION. AN OFFICIAL ADMITTED 
PRIVATELY THAT THERE WAS DAMAGE TO THE CAMP. 
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3. UNHCR HAS ADVISED EMBASSY THAT RTG IS EMBARRASSED OVER 
THE INCIDENT AND HAS SENT SOMEONE TO SIKHIU TO INVESTIGATE 
WHAT HAPPENED. UNHCR HAS BEEN INVITED TO JOIN HIM AND 
HAS ACCEPTED. CONSUL UDORN WILL ALSO VISIT CAMP THIS WEEK. 

4. PUBLICITY OF INCIDENT IS SURE TO INSPIRE SRV TO 

TURN UP THE LEVAL OF HOSTILITY ON ITS ANTI-RTG PROPAGANDA, 
WHICH HAS BEEN RATHER LOW KEY. BUT FREQUENT. 

LATELY. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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